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GREENBANK FARM TRAINING CENTER 
OF WHIDBEY ISLAND, WASHINGTON 

OVERVIEW  
Our training programs are designed for participants who, through experience, are committed to 

pursuing a career in sustainable agriculture and desire a formal and thorough academic and 

experiential education in the business and production 

aspects of small scale farming. With an emphasis on fresh 

vegetable production and CSA marketing, we examine all 

aspects of starting and running a small scale organic farm 

from goal setting and business planning to planting, 

harvesting, and marketing. Our goal is to give you the skills 

and knowledge you need to confidently enter the growing 

field of sustainable agricultural producers. 

EXPERIENTIAL TRAINING PROGRAM  
In this full-time 7-month program, participants learn and practice the technical and business skills 

needed to run a small-scale organic commercial farm by cooperatively managing the Center’s five acre 

farm and attending weekly lectures, discussions and demonstrations on topics including 

organic crop production, soil science, business planning, direct marketing and CSA 

management. Participants also research, write and present a business plan, two research 

projects and monthly book reports as well as take field trips to collaborating farms. While 

most farm apprenticeships are simply learn-through-work programs, we spend over 400 

hours on educational activities, taking the time to understand the concepts behind the 

practical work. In the field, participants develop skills in all aspects of running the farm 

from planning and marketing to tillage and greenhouse propagation as well as help build a 

greenhouse, operate the tractors, make compost and manage the farm’s poultry and bees. 

With the skills and knowledge gained and a business plan in hand, program graduates will 

be ready to start or manage their own small farm in confidence.  

Monday through Friday, 8:00am- 4:30pm (plus weekend chores on rotation) 
March 15th through Oct 15th (31 weeks) / Cost: $3000 / Enrollment limited to 10 

ACADEMIC COURSE  
For existing farmers, farm apprentices and those unable to join our Experiential Training Program, we 

offer the academic component of the full-time program through a weekly three-hour class. Topics 

covered include organic crop production, soil science, business planning, direct marketing and CSA 

management. In addition, monthly field trips to 

regional farms allow participants to see these 

concepts in action and talk to experienced 

producers. The course ends with an exploration of 

the social and environmental issues in modern 

agriculture and strategies for a sustainable food 

system. 

Thursdays 12:00am-3:30pm 
April 4 through September 26 (26 classes) 
Cost: $1000 / Enrollment limited to 20 / CEU’s Available 

COME 
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HOW 

TO 
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YOU 

NEED TO 

EARN A 

LIVING! 
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SETTING:  
The Training Center is located at the Greenbank Farm on beautiful Whidbey Island in Washington 

State. The farm’s 500+ acres is publicly-owned and includes fields, forest 

and wetlands as well as a 10-acre economic development center.  Its 

maritime climate offers mild wet winters and cool dry summers while 

views of the waters of the Saratoga Passage and the Cascade Mountains 

rise from the gardens. Whidbey Island is the longest island in the United 

States and hosts a mix of forests, farmland, coastline and small rural 

communities. It has an active agricultural community growing grain, 

vegetable seed, vegetables, berries and livestock and hosts five farmers 

markets. The city of Seattle is 1.5 hours south.  

STAFF  
Sebastian Aguilar is the Farm Program Director and Course Instructor. He 

and his wife have three children and have been managing organic vegetable 

farms for the past 14 years in New Mexico, Wisconsin, and Washington 

State. Sebastian’s passions for top-quality produce, healthy soils, 

biodynamics and social outreach guide his farming practices. Sebastian has 

hosted apprentices on his farms since 1999 and always provided them a 

weekly class exploring the concepts behind the practical work. He is 

currently on the Board of Directors of the Organic Seed Alliance (OSA) and is 

involved in several OSA variety trials and seed projects. 

APPLICATION PROCESS  
To apply for the Academic Course, please complete an application form (available on our website) and 

send it to the email or physical address below. More information about the course, including a 

curriculum outline, is also available on our website. 

Applicants of the Experiential Training Program are encouraged to visit 

the farm (if able) and thoroughly read the information posted on our 

website to familiarize themselves with the details of the program before 

applying. To apply, please complete an application form (available on 

our website) and send it, along with a resume, to the email or physical 

address below.  

Each year we receive more applications then positions available and 

priority is given to applicants who demonstrate their ability, desire and 

commitment to entering the field of sustainable agriculture. 

 

CONTACT  
For more information, please contact: 

Sebastian Aguilar 
Greenback Farm Program Director 
Sebastian@agbizcenter.org 
(360)222-3171 
765 Wonn Rd A-201 
Greenbank, WA, 98253 


