
For farmers, gardeners, 
and others seeking a working 

relation to the land

Animals, Humanity and 
the Living Context 

of Agriculture
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BIODYNAMIC 
WINTER INTENSIVE 2011

Week One: February 13–18, 2011 
At The Nature Institute 

Understanding Qualities in Nature: 
A Basis for the Agriculture of the Future

Week Two: February 20–25, 2011 
At the Hawthorne Valley Farm Learning Center 

The Theory and Practice of Biodynamic Farming

CHALLENGING TIMES AND THE ROLE 
OF BIODYNAMIC AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is in the news. We are seeing the effects 
of our current farming methods on the health of our 
environment, on human health and on the global 
economy. Modern industrial agriculture practices 
present serious challenges to the future sustainability 
of life on our earth.

As society attempts to cope with the turbulence 
caused by our industrial approach to agriculture, the 
biodynamic idea of the farm as a self- sustaining, 
living organism is one out of many concepts that 
can help bring a timely solution to contemporary 
challenges and can help to bring renewing forces to 
community life.

During this winter intensive The Nature Institute 
and the Hawthorne Valley Farm Learning Center will 
offer two complementary weeks of instruction to 
those seeking a fuller understanding of biodynamic 
agriculture. The first week will offer participants a 
way of learning to perceive and understand qualities 
in nature as a means of becoming more perceptive 
land workers. The second week will focus on concepts 
and practices more specifically related to biodynamic 
agriculture.

The greatness of a nation and its 
moral progress can be judged 

by the way its animals are treated.

Mahatma Gandhi 

This event is co-sponsored by The Nature Institute, 
the Biodynamic Farming and Gardening Association 

and the Hawthorne Valley Farm Learning Center



This Biodynamic Winter Intensive has been 
developed in conjunction with the two-year 
North American Biodynamic Apprenticeship 
Program of the Biodynamic Farming and 
Gardening Association and fulfills one of its 
diploma requirements.

Fees

●  Sliding scale: $250 to $450 for each week; 
or $400 to $800 for both weeks. (NABDAP 
apprentice fees are covered by the program.)

●  Fees cover materials, morning snack and a 
mid-day meal at Hawthorne Valley Farm.

 Fees for this intensive have been subsidized by a 
generous grant from a private foundation.

Registration

Deadline: January 15, 2011

For further information, or to receive a 
registration form, please contact:

Hawthorne Valley Farm Learning Center

327 Route 21C, Ghent, New York 12075 
Attention: Caroline Smialek 

518-672-7500 x 232 
caroline@hawthornevalleyfarm.org

February 13 to 18, 2011

Understanding Qualities in Nature: 
A Basis for the Agriculture of the Future

At The Nature Institute with 
Craig Holdrege and Henrike Holdrege

Begins at 6 pm on Sunday, Feb. 13, with a meal and 
introductions; ends at 4 pm on Friday, Feb. 18.

In light of deep concerns about human and 
ecological health—which are intertwined—a 
question arises for people who work with the land 
and grow food: can we learn from and participate 
in the qualities and interconnections of nature in 
such a way that this interaction brings new life and 
greater health into the world? If we are interested 
in growing high-quality food and nurturing 
ecological health we must learn to perceive and 
think in qualitative and dynamic terms. Goethean 
phenomenology leads us into a methodical 
conversation with the qualitative and dynamic 
aspects of nature. In this intensive we will practice 
this method in studying different areas of nature 
and so prepare the ground within the human being 
for a more life-engendering approach to farming 
and gardening. 

Daily Schedule and Seminars

● Earth, water, air, and warmth (9 am to 10:30 am)

Practical exercises and observations to come to an 
experience of these essential qualities that inform 
all life on earth.

●  Animals and humanity 
(11 am to 12:30 pm and 2:30 pm to 4 pm)

The nature of animals (development, morphology 
and relation to the environment); wild and 
domesticated animals; heredity, genetics and 
human intervention in nature; evolution.  

● The rhythms of the planets (7 pm to 8:30 pm)

Naked-eye observation of the stars and planets 
(weather permitting); study of the different 
planets, their rhythms, and their relations to the 
sun and the zodiac.  

February 20 to 25, 2011

The Theory and Practice of  
Biodynamic Agriculture

At the Hawthorne Valley Farm Learning Center

Begins at 6 pm on Sunday, Feb. 20, with a meal and 
introductions; ends at 4 pm on Friday, Feb. 25.

Animals are an integral part of a biodynamic farm, 
which should itself become an individualized 
organism within the evolving landscape of nature 
and human society. We human beings are called 
upon to understand and consciously guide these 
evolutionary processes. In anthroposophical 
spiritual science and biodynamic agriculture we are 
given the conceptual and practical tools to do so.

In this second week we will consider how 
animals can be raised in species-appropriate and 
ethical fashion, how farmers and consumers can 
cooperate rather than compete, and how the 
physical and spiritual relations between animals 
and human beings have evolved and continue 
to evolve.

Presenters:

Steffen Schneider, Gary Lamb, Malcolm Gardner, 
Conrad Vispo, Herbert Karreman and others.


